THE AGE OF MACHINERY
the colonies, on the demands of European countries, on the
'complicated claims' arising out of reciprocity treaties, and
on 'the mutilated and shattered state of the navigation laws
as they now exist.' Accordingly British ports were thrown
open freely to foreign ships; and in 1854 the coasting trade
was thrown open. This change in mercantile policy
meant primarily that England was exposed to American
competition; but owing to the introduction of iron ship-
building, she was enabled to preserve her maritime
supremacy.
The mercantile system had contemplated not only a self-
supporting country but also a self-supporting empire. It was
natural therefore that the reaction against mercantilism
should extend to the policy of maintaining the colonies in a
state of economic dependency upon the motherland. The
reaction was assisted by a revulsion of public sentiment after
the loss of the American colonies. The celebrated remark of
a French statesman, Turgot, now appeared justified:
'Colonies cling only until they ripen.' It was thought that
Canada, when she felt strong enough to stand alone, would
follow the example of the United States and cut herself
adrift from England: meanwhile the latter had the cost of
protecting and administering possessions which would
remain faithful only so long as it seemed to their advantage.
Even in the seventeenth century there was an under-current
of feeling against the foundation of colonies on the ground
that, at a time when England was under-populated, she
could not afford the drain of men and capital. And it could
be argued that, for the sake of the dependencies themselves,
it might be best to let them go their own way. The United
States made rapid strides after she obtained her indepen-
dence, while the territories which still adhered to us made
but slow progress. In the forties of the nineteenth century
a new interest in colonization was awakened as a result of
the efforts of Wakefield, whose writings attracted public
attention. He urged that the Empire could be utilized to
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